The  Sanitary  Commission  at  Wilmington, 

N.  C. 

Dr.  Bellows  has  received  the  following  letter : 

To  Dr.  Bellows^  Premtent  United  States  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission  i 

My  dear  Doctor :  I  am  now  writing  from  the  steamer 
Chase,  at  the  dock  at  Wilmington.  We  left  Morehead 
City  yesterday  at  twelve  o’clock,  noon,  and  reached  the 
bar  at  Wilmin^n  at  halt-past  ten,  and  came  to  anchor 
to  await  daylf^t  |ind  high  tide.  At  eleven  a  h.  we 
crossed  the  bar,  pissing  Fort  Fisher,  and  reached  Wil¬ 
mington  at  one  p.  M.  We  immediately  songht  for  Mr. 
Foster,  and  found  hiin,  exhausted  from  h^  and  con- 
tinnouB  labor.  He  dispensed  the  last  ot  his  stores  yes¬ 
terday  afternoon  at  half-past  four— our  arrival,  therefore,  ^ 
being  most  fortunate.  1  saw  at  once  General  J.  C.  Ab¬ 
bott.  commandant  of  the  port,  and  Captam  Lamb,  port 
quartermaster,  and  straightway  obtamed  a  wharf  and 
storehouse  for  our  cargo.  Dr.  Dalton  immediately  ex¬ 
plored  the  town,  and  ascertained  that  about  three  thou¬ 
sand  returned  prisoners  were  still  here  in  the  hos¬ 
pital,  and  in  a  condition  impossible  to  describe. 
The  medical  officers  were  delighted  to  hear  of 
our  arrival,  and  expressed  ihe  warmest  thanks 
in  advance  tor  the  stores  brought.  General  J. 
B.  Hawley,  commanding  the  district,  at  once,  upon 
hearing  of  our  arrival,  sent  an  orderly  on  board  of  our 
vessel,  with  a  note  es^ressing  his  gladness  at  our  com¬ 
ing,  and  sense  of  the  value  of  the  supphes  of  food  and 
clothing.  To*morrow  morning,  at  six  o’clock.  Captain 
Lamb  will  send  a  detail  of  fifty  men  to  unload  our  ves¬ 
sel,  and  Mr.  Foster,  our  agent,  will  receive  the  stores 
and  issue  them  at  once.  Everything  we  have  will  be  im¬ 
mediately  used.  We  only  left  about  one-fourth  of  the 
I  cargo  at  Morehead,  and  1  cannot  tell  you  how  thanlrtal  I 
am  that  we  did  so.  We  could  not  obtain  any  reliable 
intbrmation  at  Morehead  of  the  condition  ot  things  here, 
and  hence  our  bringing  so  la^e  a  portion  of  the  cargo 
was  most  providential.  The  returned  prisoners  sent  into 
Wilmini^n  numbered  about  nine  thousand.  About  six 
thousand  of  the  less  famished  have  gone  north.  Gene¬ 
ral  Abbott,  who  received  our  poor  fedows  in  the  Ex¬ 
change,  has  just  told  me  that  language^ould  utterly  fail 
to  describe  their  condition.  Filth,  rags,  nakedness, 
starvation,  were  personified  in  their  condition.  Many  of 
the  men  were  m  a  state  of  mind  resembling  idiocy,  un¬ 
able  to  tell  their  names,  and  lost  to  all  sense  of  modesty, 
unconscious  of  their  nakedness  and  general  condition. 

^me  of  them  moving  about  on  their  hands  and  knees, 
unable  to  stand  upon  their  gangrenous  feet,  looked  up 
hkc  hungry  doge,  oeseeching  the  observer  for  a  bite  of 
bread  or  a  drop  of  water.”  ”Some  of  them 
hitched  along  on  thMr  hands  and  buttocks,  piish- 
Ing  along:  gangrenous  feet,  literally  reduced  to  bone 
!  and  shr^,  before  them.  Others  leaded  i^on  staves 
and  glanced  fhnn  snnkmi  nea  Uuough  the  pardiment- 
llke  slits  ot  their  open  eyehoa  Into  space  without  having 
the  power  to  fix  an  intelligent  gaze  upon  passii^  ob- 
jecta.  Others  giggled,  andsmined.  and  hobbled  like 
starved  idiots,  vmle  some  adamantine  figures  walked 
erect,  as  though  resolved  to  move  the  skeleton  home¬ 
wards  BO  long  as  vitality  enough  remained  to  enable 
them  to  do  so.  To  see  the  men  who  remain 
here  in  hospital  would  move  a  heart  as  hard  and 
cold  as  marble.  Their  condition  is  that  9f  saes  Wbo  have 
for  months  suffered  ^tWVatibn.  Their  arms  and 
I  legs  look  coarse  reeos.  with  bulbous  joints— their 
I  taces  look  as  though  a  skilftil  taxidermist  had  drawn 
I  tanned  skin  over  the  bare  skull,  and  then  placed  false  ' 
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I  eyeBln  the  orbital  cavitieB.  They  defy  descripUon  ;  it  ;| 
I  woflld  take  h  peC  expert  m  the  um  of  every  term  knotvn  / 
to  the  anatomist  and  luCPkysician  to  Ixmn  to  expose 
their  fearful  condition.  May  (iou  in  hie  infinite  mercy  ' 
forgive  the  creatnres  who  have  done  this  homd  thing  1 
Everything  we  have  with  ns  will  be  needed,  so  I  shall  ; 
not  have  much,  If  anything,  to  leave  at  Morehead  on  my 
return.  We  propose  throngh  Dr.  JJu^zdl,  and  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  Generals  Abbott  and  2?wley,  and  Cap¬ 
tains  Lamb  and  Hopkins  to  commence  to-iiiprrow  to 
clothe  and  feed  these  sufferers.  They  now  have  ansy 
rations,  and  such  food  as  the  hospital  fund  can  purchase 
I  in  this  bare  market,  but  many  of  them  cannot  muster 
physical  power  enough  to  bite  a  hard  cracker,  and  find 
stomach  to  digest  beet  or  pork.  They  must  be  fed  with 
nourishing  broths  and  vegetable  food  for  a  long  time  be-  ! 
fore  tiiey  can  be  moved  North.  Many,  alas,  will  go  to 
the  cemetery,  to  lengthen  the  lines  of  graces  now  so 
long. 

'  Wilmington  is  very  dirty,  its  alleys  and  back  yards 
arc  bad  as  they  can  be,  and  no  one  who  has  not  been 
in  the  Boutll  cau  form  an  idea  of  what  this  means.  The 
streets  swarm  With  refugees— fifteen  thousand  black  re- 
tugees  and  about  five  thousand  white  ones— almost  all 
oi  these  people  occupy  one  dead  level  of  poverty.  About 
four  thousand  such  refugees  are  fed  daily  by  a  local 
relief  committee,  ftom  nona  of  com  meal  and  rice, 
while  an  draw  rations  from  the  Port  Commissary  of 
pork  and  bread.  Snch  a  scene  1  have  never  witnessed. 
%0****«0 

Tours,  very  truly,  C.  R.  Agnbw. 

UST  07  STTFPLIBS  ISSUZO  BT  THE  3ANITABT  OOMinsSIOH 
ON  BBCBIPT  07  THE  ABOVE  LETTEB. 

100  gaUons  apple  butter,  20  hogsheadk  ice,  350  barrels 
quick  lime,  150  barrels  chloride  lime,  1,000  pairs  bro- 
gans,  1,000  pairs  pants,  1,000  pairs  slippers,  250  dozen 
cans  liresh  tomatoes,  6  dozen  French  brandy,  ^  pounds 
maizena,6  barrels  stock  ale,  2,000  dozen  cans  Iresh  to-  ' 
matoes,  1,500  wooUen  shirts,  1,000  wooUen  drawers,  1,500 
woollen  socks,  1,000  cotton  shirts,  1,600  towels,  1,000 
handkerchieis,  500  cushions,  500  crutches,  200  quilts, 
1,000  pairs  brogans,  2,000  pounds  condensed  milk.  25 
boxes  lemons,  2  cases  compressors.  1  case  bandages,  1 
case  arm  slin^,  10  dozen  French  brandy,  400  pounds 
malzena,  6  dozen  lanterns  (tor  oil).  1  barrel  kerosene 
oil,  25  pounds  sponge,  1,000  pairs  slippers,  2,000  pipes, 
200  pounds  tobacco. 


Our  Ketnrned  Prisoners — How  T^rey  are 

Heceived— Tlie  Wox’fe  of  Hie-  Sanitary 

Commission . 

A  correspondent  at  Annapolis  gives  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Iraiiscripi  the  following  account  of  the 
scenes  in  that  city  on  the  arrival  of  a  batch  of 
exchanged  prisoners: 

When  a  lot  of  prisoners  arrive,  they  are 
marched  into  camp  and  formed  into  battalions.  ■ 
They  are  then  sworn  as  to  the  date  of  their 
capture,  and  mustered  for  pay.  Each  man  is 
then  provided  with  a  dipper  and  plate;  as  soon 
I  as  he  receives  this,  he  goes  to  the  cook-house 
for  rations,  which  consist  of  thfrbest  vegetable 
soup,  beef,  bread,  and  coffee  or  tea. 

After  eating,  he  is  ordered  to  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s,  where  he  receives  a  complete  outfit, 
which  consists  of  a  full  uniform,  also  woolen 
and  rubber  blankets.  These  the  man  signs  for, 
as  they  are  charged  to  him  by  the  Government. 


